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LORD CORNWALLIS’S MOVEMENTS AND OPERA- 
TIONS IN VIRGINIA, IN 1781. 

[We submit here, as we promised in our last number, the Let- 
ters-of Lord Cornwallis to General Clinton, detailing his Move- 
ments and Operations in Virginia, in 1781, concluding witb his 
Surrender at York; which we think our readers will find highly 
interesting: | 
LETTERS FROM LORD CORNWALLIS TO SIR HENRY CLIN- 

TON. 
Earl Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clinton, K. B. dated Byrd's 

Plantation, North of James River, 26th of May, 1781. 


Sir,—The reinforcement is safely arrived in James River, 
and I opened all your dispatches to poor Phillips, marked 
On his Majesty's service. 

The arrival of the reinforcement has made me easy about 
Portsmouth for the present. I have sent General Leslie 
thither with the seventeenth regiment and the two battal- 
ions of Anspach, keeping the forty-third regiment with the 
army. I shall now proceed to dislodge La Fayette from 
Richmond, and with my light troops to destroy any maga- 
zines or stores in the neighbourhood which may have been 
collected either for his use or for General Greene’s army. 
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From thence I propose to move to the Neck at Williams- 
burgh, which is represented as healthy, and where some 
subsistence may be procured; and keep myself unengaged 
from operations which might interfere with your plan for 
the campaign, until I have the satisfaction of hearing from 
you. I hopeI shall then have an opportunity to receive 
better information than has hitherto been in my power to 
procure, relative to a proper harbour and place of arms. 
At present I am inclined to think well of York. The ob- 
jections to Portsmouth are, that it cannot be made strong 
without an army to defend it, that it is remarkably unheal- 
thy, and can give no protection to a ship of the line. 
Wayne has not yet joined La Fayette ; nor canI positively 
learn where he is, nor what is his force. Greene’s cavalry 
are said to be coming this way; but I have no certain ac- 
counts of it. 

I shall take the liberty of repeating, that, if offensive war 
is intended, Virginia appears to me to be the only province 
in which it can be carried on, and in which there is a 
stake. But to reduce the province, and keep possession 
of the country, a considerable army would be necessary; 
for, with a small force, the business would probably termi- 
nate unfavourably, though the beginning might be success- 
ful. In case it is thought expedient, and a proper army 
for the attempt can be formed, I hope your Excellency will 
do me the justice to believe, that I neither wish nor ex- 
pect to have the command of it, leaving you at New York 
on the defensive. Such sentiments are so far from my 
heart, that I can with great truth assure you, that few things 
could give me greater pleasure than being relieved by yuar 
presence from a situation of so much anxiety and respon- 
sibility. 

Colonel Robinson’s corps isso weak, and deserts so fast, 
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that at the recommendation of General Arnold, I have cons 
sented that it shall return in the transports to New-York. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


Williamsburg, June 30, 1781. 


Sir,—After passing James river, at Westover, I moved 
to Hanover court-house, and crossed the South Anna; the 
Marquis de la Fayette marched to his left, keeping above 
at the distance of about twenty miles. 

By pushing my light troops over the North Anna, I 
alarmed the enemy for Fredericksburgh, and for the junc- 
tion with General Wayne, who was then marching through 
Maryland. From what I could learn of the present state 
of Hunter’s iron manufactory, it did not appear of so much 
importance as the stores on the other side of the country, 
and it was impossible to prevent the junction between the 
Marquis and Wayne: I therefore took advantage of the 
Marquis’s passing the Rhappahannock, and detached Lieu- 
tenant-colonels Simcoe and Tarleton to disturb the assem- 
bly then fitting at Charlottesville, and to destroy the stores 
there, at Old Albermarle court-house, and the Point of 
Fork ; moving with the infantry to the mouth of Byrd creek, 
near the Point of Fork, to receive those detachments. 
Lieutenant colonel Tarleton took some members of the 
assembly at Charlotteville, and destroyed there and on his 
return one thousand stand of good arms, some cloathing 
and other stores, and between four and five hundred bar- 
rels of powder, without opposition. 

Baron Stuben, who commanded about eight hundred 
twelvemonths-men and militia, retired with great precipi- 
tation from the Point of Fork. Lieutenant-colonel Sim- 
coe, after using every exertion to attack his rear-guard, de- 
stroyed there and at places adjacent, about three thousand 
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three hundred stand of arms, most of which unserviceable, 
but then under repair, some salt, harness, &c. and about 
one hundred and fifty barrels of powder. I then moved 
by Richmond, and arrived at Williamsburgh on the 25th 
instant, having, in addition to the articles already men- 
tioned, destroyed on this expedition at different places 
above 2000 hogsheads of tobacco, and a great number of 
iron guns, and brought off four brass thirteen-inch mor- 
tars, five brass eight-inch howitzes, and four long brass 
nine-pounders, all French. We found near Hanover court- 
house ten French brass twenty-four pounders, which we 
could not, carry,.and had not time or means to destroy far- 
ther than spiking, and throwing five or six of them into the 
Pamunkey; and we found at Williamsburgh; a considera- 
ble quantity of shot and shells, whichare embarked. Gen- 
eral Wayne joined the Marquis about the middle of the 
month, as did Baron Stuben soon after ; and their army has 
generally kept about twenty miles from us, without any 
material attempt by detachment, except in an attack on 
Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe, on the 26th, as he was return- 
ing with his corps and the yagers from the destruction of 
some boats and stores on the Chickahominy. The enemy, 
though much superior in numbers, were repulsed with con- 
siderable loss, three officers and twenty-eight privates were 
made prisoners: the Rangers had three officers and thirty 
privates killed and wounded ; Lieutenant Jones, who was 
killed, behaved with the greatest spirit, and is much lamen- 
ted by Lieutenant-colonel Simcoe. 

Upon viewing York, I was clearly of opinion, that it far 
exceeds our power, consistent with your plans, to make 
safe defensive posts there and at Gloucester, both of which 
would be necessary for the protection of shipping. 

The state of the transports has not yet been reported to 
me, but I have ordered the few that are at Portsmouth to 
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be got resdy; and as soon as I past James River (for which 
purpose the boats are collecting), and can get a convoy, 
they shall be dispatched with as many troops as they will 
contain, and shall be followed by others as fast as you send 
transports to receive them. When I see Portsmouth, I 
shall give my opinion of the number of men necessary for 
its defence, or of any other post that may be thought more 
proper. But as magazines, &c. may be destroyed by occa- 
sional expeditions from New York, and there is little chance 
of being able to establish a post capable of giving effectual 
protection to ships of war, I submit it to your Excellency’s 
consideration, whether it is worth while to hold a sickly 
defensive post in this Bay, which will always be exposed to 
a sudden French attack, and, which experience has now 
shewn, makes no diversion in favour of the southern 
army. 

La Fayette’s continentals, I believe, consist of about 
seventeen or eighteen hundred men, exclusive of some 
twelvemonth’s men, collected by Steuben. He has recei- 
ved considerable reinforcements of militia, and about eight 
hundred mountain rifleemen under Campbell. He keeps 
with his main body about eighteen or twenty miles from us; 
his advanced corps about ten or twelve; probably with an 
intention of insulting our rear guard when we pass James 
River. I hope, however, to put that out of his power, by 
crossing at James City Island; and if I can get a favoura- 
ble opportunity of striking a blow at him without loss of 
time, I will certainly try it. I will likewise attempt water 
expeditions, if proper objects present themselves after my 
arrival at Portsmouth. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 
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Cobham, July 8, 1781. 

Sir,—I was this morning honoured with your dispatch 
of the 28th ult. The troops are perfectly ready, and will 
proceed to Portsmouth to wait the arrival of the transports. 
I will give immediate orders about the artillery, stores, &c, 

The transports now at Portsmouth are.sufficient to carry 
the light infantry; I had prepared them to receive that 
corps, and should have sent them to you in a few days, if 
your last order had not arrived. 

The boats and naval assistance having been sent to me 
by Captain Hudson, I marched on the 4th from Williams- 
burgh to a camp which covered a ford into the island of 
James-town, The Queen’s Rangers passed the river that 
evening. On the 5th, I sent over all the wheel carriages, 
and on the 6th the bat-horses and baggage of every kind, 
intending to pass with the army on the 7th. About noon 
on the 6th, information was brought me of the approach 
of the enemy, and about four in the afternoon a large body 
attacked our out-posts. Concluding that the enemy would 
not bring a considerable force within our reach, unless 
they supposed that nothing was left but a rear-guard, I 
took every means to convince them of my weakness, and 
suffered my piquets to be insulted and driven back; no- 
thing, however, appeared near us but riflemen and militia 
till near sun-set, when a body of continentals with artillery 
began to form in the front of our camp. I then put the 
troops under arms, and ordered the army to advance in two 
lines. The attack was begun by the first line with great 
spirit; there being nothing but militia opposed to the light 
infantry, the action was soon over on the right, but Lieut. 
Col. Dundas’s brigade, con:isting of the forty-third, seven- 
ty-sixth, and eightieth regiments, which formed the left 
wing, meeting the Pennsylvania line, and a detachment of 
the Marquis de la Fayette’s continentals, with two six- 
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pounders, a smart action ensued for some minutes, when 
the enemy gave way and abandoned their cannon. The 
cavalry were perfectly ready to pursue, but the darkness of 
the evening prevented my being able to make use of them. 
I cannot sufficiently commend the spirit and good beha- 
viour of the officers and soldiers of the whole army; but 
the seventy-sixth and eightieth regiments, on whom the 
brunt of the action fell, had an opportunity of distinguish- 
ing themselves particularly, and Lieutenant-colonel Dun- 
das’s conduct and gallantry deserve the highest praise. 
The force of the enemy in the field was about two thous- 
and, and their loss, I believe, between two and three hun- 
dred. Half an hour more of day-light would have proba- 
bly given us the greatest part of the corps. 

I have enclosed a list of our killed and wounded. We 
finished our passage yesterday, which has been an opera- 
tion of great labour and difficulty, as the river is three 


miles wide at this place; I have great obligations to Cap- 
tain Alpin and the officers of the navy and seamen, for 
their great exertions and attentions on this occasion, 
I have the honor to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


York town, Virginia, 22nd August, 1781. 

Sir,—Portsmouth having been completely evacuated 
without any interruption from the enemy, General O’ Hara 
arrived here this day with the stores and troops; and a 
great number of refugees have accompanied him from the 
counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Princess Anne. 

The engineer has finished his survey and examination of 
this place, and has proposed his plan for fortifying it; which 
appearing judicious, I have approved of, and directed to be 
executed. 

The Works at Gloucester are now in such forwardnes:, 
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that a smaller detachment than the present garrison would 
be in safety against a sudden attack , but I make no alter- 
ation there, as I cannot hope that the labour of the whole 
will complete that post in less than five or six weeks. 

My experience there of the fatigue and difficulty of con- 
structing works in this warm season, convinces me, that 
all the labour that the troops here will be capabie of, with- 
out ruining their health, will be required at least for six 
weeks to put the intended works at this place in a tolera- 
ble state of defence. And as your Excellency has been 
pleased to communicate to me your intention of re-com- 
mencing Operations in the Chesapeak about the beginning 
of October, I will not venture to take any step that might 
retard the establishing of this post: but I request that your 
Excellency will be pleased to decide whether it is more 
important for your plans that a detachment of a thousand 
or twelve hundred men, which I think I can spare from ev- 
ery other purpose but that of labour, should be sent to you 
from hence, or that the whole of the troops here should be 
employed in expediting the works. 

My last accounts of the enemy were, that the Marquis 
de la Fayette was encamped in the fork of the Pamunky 
and Matapony with his own detachment of Continentals, 
a considerable body of eighteen-months men, and two 
brigades of militia under Stevens and Lawson; that he had 
armed four hundred of the seven hundred Virginia prison- 
ers lately arrived from Charles-town, and expected to be 
joined in a short time by General Smallwood with seven 
hundred eighteen-months men from Maryland; and that 
Generals Wayne and Morgan having returned from the 
other side of James river, were likewise on their march to 
join him. 

There being only four eighteens and one twenty-four 
pounder here, more heavy guns will be wanted for the sea 
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batteries at this place, and we are likewise in want of many 
other artillery and engineer’s stores, the returns of which 
I take the liberty to inclose. 

It is proper to mention to your Excellency, that you may 
make your arrangements accordingly, that there are only 
about six hundred stand of spare arms in the Chesapeak ; 
and that our consumption of provisions is considerably in- 
creased by a number of refugees lately come to us, and by 
negroes that are employed in different branches of the pub- 


lic service. I have the honor to be, &e. 
CORNWALLIS. 


York-Town in Virginia, September 29, 1781. 
Sir,—I have ventured these last two days to look Gene- 
ral Washington’s whole force in the face in the position on 
the outside of my works, and I have the pleasure to assure 
your Excellency, that there was but one wish throughout 


the whole army, which was, that the enemy would advance. 

I have this evening received your letter of the 24th, 
which has given me the greatest satisfaction. I shall re- 
tire this night within the works, and have no doubt, if re- 
lief arrives in any reasonable time, York and Gloucester 
will be both in possession of his Majesty’s troops. 

I believe your Excellency must depend more on the 
sound of:our cannon than the signal of smokes for infor- 
mation ; however, I will attempt it on the Gloucester side. 
Medicines are wanted. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


York-Town, Virginia, October 3, 1781. 
Sir,—I received your letter of the 25th of September 
last night. The enemy are encamped about two miles from 
us. On the night of the 30th of September they broke 
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ground, and made two redoubts about eleven hundred yards 
from our works, which, with some works that had been 
constructed to secure our exterior position occupy a gorge 
between two creeks which nearly embrace this post. They 
have finished these redoubts, and I expect they will go on 
with their works this night. From the time that the ene- 
my have given us, and the uncommon exertions of the 
troops, our works are in a better state of defence than we 
had reason to hope. 

I can see no means of forming a junction with me but 
by York river, and I do not think that any diversion would 
be of use to us. Our accounts of the strength of the 
French fleet have in general been, that they were thirty- 
five or thirty-six sail of the line; they have frequently chan- 
ged their position ; two ships of the line and one frigate 
lie at the mouth of this river; and our last accounts were, 
that the body of the fleet lay between the tail of the Horse 
shoe and York spit. And it is likewise said, that four line 
of battle ships lay a few days ago in Hampton road. I see 
little chance of my being able to send persons to wait for 
you at the capes, but | will if possible. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


York-Town, October 15, 1781. 

Sir,—Last evening the encmy carried my two advanced 
redoubts on the left by storm, and during the night have 
included them in their second parallel, which they are at 
present busy in perfecting. My situation now becomes 
very critical; we dare not shew a gun to their old batte- 
ries, and I expect that their new ones will open to-morrow 
morning; experience has shewn that our fresh earthen 
works do not resist their powerful artillery, so that we shall 
soon be exposed to an assault in ruined works, in a bad 
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position, and with weakened numbers. The safety of the 
place is, therefore, so precarious, that I cannot recommenc¢ 
that the fleet and army should run great risque in endeav- 
ouring to save us. I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


York-Town, Virginia, October 20, 1781. 

Sir,—I have the mortification to inform your Excellency 
that I have been forced to give up the post of York and 
Gloueester, and to surrender the troops under my com- 
mand, by capitulation on the 19th inst. as prisoners of war 
to the combined forces of America and France. 

I never saw this post in a very favorable light, but when 
I found I was to be attacked in it in so unprepared a state, 
by so powerful an army and artillery, nothing but the hopes 
of relief would have induced me to attempt its defence ; 
for I would either have endeavoured to escape to New- 
York, by rapid marches from the Gloucester side, immedi- 
ately on the arrival of General Washington’s troops at Wil- 
liamsburgh, or I would notwithstanding the disparity of 
numbers have attacked them in the open field, where it 
might have been just possible that fortune would have fa- 
voured the gallantry of the handful of troops under my 
command: but being assured by your Excellency’s letters, 
that every possible means would be tried by the navy and 
army to relieve us, I could not think myself at liberty to 
venture upon either of those desperate attempts ; therefore, 
after remaining for two days in a strong position in front 
of this place, in hopes of being attacked, upon observing 
that the enemy were taking measures, which could not fail 
of turning my left flank in a short time, and receiving on 
the second evening your letter of the 24th of September, 
informing that the relief would fail about the 5th of Octo- 
ber, I withdrew within the works on the night of the 29th 
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of September, hoping by the labour and firmness of the 
soldiers, to protract the defence until you could arrive, 
Every thing was to be expected from the spirit of the troops, 
but every disadvantage attended their labour, as the works 
were to be continued under the enemy’s fire, and our stock 
cf intrenching tools, which did not much exceed four hun- 
dred, when we began to work in the latter end of August, 
was now much diminished. 

The enemy broke ground on the night of the 30th, and 
constructed on that night, and the two following days and 
nights, two redoubts, which, with some works that had be- 
longed to our outward position, occupied a gorge between 
two creeks or ravines, which come from the river on each 
side of the town. On the night of the 6th of October they 
made their first parallel, extending from its right on the 
river to a deep ravine on the left, nearly opposite to the 
center of this place, and embracing our whole left at the 
distance of six hundred yards. Having perfected this par- 
allel, their batteries opened on the evening of the 9th, 
against our left, and other batteries fired at the same time 
against a redoubt, advanced over the Creek upon our right, 
and defended by about one hundred and twenty men of 
the 23d regiment and marines, who maintained that post 
within uncommon gallantry. The fire continued incessant 
from heavy cannon and from mortars and howitzers, throw- 
ing shells from eight to sixteen inches, until all our guns 
on the left were silenced, our work much damaged, and 
our loss of men considerable. On the night of the 11th 
they began their second parallel, about three hundred yards 
nearer to us; the troops being much weakened by sickness 
as well as by the fire of the besiegers, and observing that 
the enemy had not only secured their flanks, but proceed 
ed in every respect with the utmost regularity and caution, 
I could not venture so large forties, as to hope from them 
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any considerable effect ; but otherwise, I did every thing 
in my power to interrupt this work, by opening new em- 
brazures for guns, and keeping up a constant fire with all 
the howitzers and small mortars that we could man. On 
the evening of the 14th, they assaulted and carried two 
redoubts that had been advanced about three hundred yards 
for the purpose of delaying their approaches, and covering 
our left flank, and during the night included them in their 
second parallel, on which they continued to work with the 
utmost exertion. Being perfectly sensible that our works 
could not stand many hours after the opening of the bat- 
teries of that parallel, we not only continued a constant 
fire with all our mortars, and every gun that could be 
brouzht to bear upon it, but a little before day break on the 
morning of the 16th, I ordered a sortie of about three hun- 
dred and fifiy men under the direction of Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Abercrombie to attack two batteries, which appeared to 
be in the greatest forwardness, and to spike the guns. A 
detachment of guards with the eightieth company of Gren- 
adiers, under the command of Lieutenant-colonei Lake 
attacked the one, and one of Light Infantry under the com- 
mand of Major Armstrong attacked the other, and both 


succeeded by forcing the redoubts that covered them, spi- 
king eleven guns, and killing or wounding about one hun- 
dred of the French troops, who had the guard of that part 
of the trenches, and with little loss on our side. This ac- 
tion, though extremely honourable to the officers and sol- 
diers who executed it, proved of little public advantage, for 


the cannon having been spiked in a hurry, were soon ren- 
dered fit for service again, and before dark the whole par- 
allel and batteries appeared to be nearly complete. At 
this time we knew that there was no part of the whole 
front attacked, on which we could show a single gun, and 
our shells were nearly expended ; I therefore had only to 
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chuse between preparing to surrender next day, or endea- 
vouring to get off with the greatest part of the troops, and 
I determined to attempt the latter, reflecting that though it 
should prove unsuccessful in its immediate object, it might 
at least delay the enemy in the prosecution of further enter- 
prizes: sixteen large boats were prepared, and upon other 
pretexts were ordered to be in readiness to receive troops 
precisely at ten o’clock, With these I hoped to pass the 
infantry during the night, abandoning our baggage, and 
leaving a detachment to capitulate for the town’s people, 
and the sick and wounded; on which subject a letter was 
ready to be delivered to General Washington. After ma- 
king my arrangements with the utmost secrecy, the Light 
Infantry, greatest part of the Guards, and part of the twenty 
third regiment landed at Gloucester; but at this critical 
moment, the weather from being moderate and calm, chan- 
ged to a most violent storm of wind and rain, and drove 
all the boats, some of which had troops on board, down 
the river. It was soon evident that the intended passage 
was impracticable, and the absence of the boats rendered 
it equally impossible to bring back the troops that had pass- 
ed; which I had ordered about two in the morning. In 
this situation, with my little force divided, the enemy’s bat- 
teries opened at day break ; the passage between this place 
and Gloucester was much exposed, but the boats having 
new returned, they were ordered to bring back the troops 
that had passed during the night, and they joined us in the 
forenoon without much loss. Our works in the mean time 
were going to ruin, and not having been able to strengthen 
them by abbatis, nor in any other manner but by a slight 
fraizing which the enemy’s artillery were demolishing 
wherever they fired, my opinion entirely coincided with 
that of the engineer and principal officers of the army, that 
they were in many places assailable in the forenoon, and 
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that by the continuance of the same fire for a few hours 
longer, they would be in such a state as to render it des- 
perate with our numbers to attempt to maintain them. We 
at that time could not fire a single gun, only one eight- 
inch and little more than an hundred cohorn shells remain- 
ed; a diversion by the French ships of war that lay at the 
mouth of York-river, was to be expected. Our numbers 
had been diminished by the enemy’s fire, but particularly 
by sickness, and the strength and spirits of those in the 
works were much exhausted by the fatigue of constant 
watching and unremitting duty. Under all these circum- 
stances, I thought it would have been wanton and inhu- 
man to the last degree to sacrifice the lives of this small 
body of gallant soldiers, who had ever behaved with so 
much fidelity and courage, by exposing them to an assault, 
which from the numbers and precautions of the enemy 
could not fail to succeed. I therefore proposed to capitu- 
late, and I have the honour to inclose to your Excellency 
the copy of the correspondence between General Wash- 
ington and me on that subject, and the terms of capitula- 
tion agreed upon. I sincerely lament that better could not 
- be obtained, but I have neglected nothing in my power to 
alleviate the misfortune and distress of both officers and 
soldiers. The men are well cloathed and provided with 
necessaries, and [ trust will be regularly supplied by the 
means of the officers that are permitted to remain with 
them. The treatment, in general, that we have received 
from the enemy since our surrender, has been perfectly 
good and proper; but the kindness and attention that has 
been shewn to us by the French officers in particular, their 
delicate sensibility of our situation, their generous and 
pressing offer of money both public and private, to any 
amount, has really gone beyond what I can possibly de- 
scribe, and will, I hope, make an impression on the breast 
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of every British officer, whenever the fortune of war should 
put any of them into our power. 

Although the event has been so unfortunate, the patience 
of the soldiers in bearing the greatest fatigues, and their 
firmness and intrepidity under a persevering fire of shot 
and shells, that I believe has not often been exceeded, de- 
served the highest admiration and praise. A successful 
defence, however, in our situation was perhaps impossible, 
for the place could only be reekoned an intrenched camp, 
subject in most places to enfilade, and the ground in gen- 
eral so disadvantageous, that nothing but the necessity of 
fortifying it as a post to protect the navy, could have indu- 
ced any person to ereet works upon it. Our force dimin- 
ished daily by sickness and other losses, and was reduced - 
when we offered to capitulate on this side to little more 
than three thousand two hundred rank and file fit for duty, 
including officers, servants, and artificers; and at Glouces- 
ter about six hundred, including cavalry. The enemy’s 
army consisted of upwards of eight thousand French, near- 
ly as many continentals, and five thousand militia. They 
brought an immense train of heavy artillery, most amply 
furnished with ammunition, and perfectly well manned. 

The constant and universal chearfulness and spirit of the 
officers in all hardships and danger, deserve my warmest 
acknowledgments; and I have been particularly indebted 
to Brigadier-general O’Hara, and to Lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie, the former commanding on the right and the 
latter on the left, for their attention and exertion on every 
occasion. The detachment of the twenty-third regiment 
of Marines in the redoubt on the right, commanded by 
Captain Apthorpe, and the subsequent detachments com- 
manded by Lieutenant-colonel Johnson, deserve particular 
commendation. Captain Rochfort who commanded tha 
artillery, and indeed every officer and soldier of that distin- 
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guished corps; and Lieutenant Sutherland the command- 
ing Engineer have merited in every respect my highest ap- 
probation; and I cannot sufficiently acknowledge my ob- 
ligations to Captain Symonds, who commanded his Majes- 
ty’s ships, and to the other officers and seamen of the navy 
or their active and zealous co-operation. 

I transmit returns of our killed and wounded; the loss of 
seamen and towns people was likewise considerable. 

I trust that your Excellency will please to hasten the re- 
turn of the Bonetta, after landing her passengers, in com- 
pliance with the article of capitulation. 

Lieutenant-colonel Abercrombie will have the honour to 
deliver this dispatch, and is well qualified to explain to 
your Excellency every particular relating to our past and 
present situation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
CORNWALLIS. 


THE MARQUIS DE LA FAYETTE’S 


MOVEMENTS AND OPERATIONS IN VIRGINIA, IN 1781. 


[We submit here an Extract from a small pamphlet, entitled 
“A Narrative of My Life, for my Family;” by the Late Judge 
Brooke: which may well follow the preceding article, as it gives 
us some further items of information relating to Lord Cornwal- 
lis’s Movements and Operations in Virginia, in 1781, and the 
consequences of them; and, more particularly, furnishes us 
with some account of the Marquis de La Fayette’s Movements 
and Operations in our State, while he was watching and wait- 
ing on him, during the same period ; all which our readers will 
find pleasant and interesting. | 


The condition of Virginia can hardly be imagined, her 
soldiers were nearly all in the army of Gen. Green; her 
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military stores exhausted by constant supplies to the South- 
érn Army—yet thare was a spirit and energy in her peo- 
ple to overcome all her difficulties. 1 was continued in the 
command of the Magazine. Lord Cornwallis having cross- 
ed the James river, at Westover, I was ordered to remove 
it to the South side of the river, and carried it to Brittan’s 
Ferry, on the opposite side of the river, from whence I 
was ordered to remove it back again to Westham, where 
it remained until I was ordered to throw the cannon into 
the creek, and carry the rest of the stores to the Point of 
Fork, now Columbia—as I did. From thence I was or- 
dered to carry a large portion of the powder and small 
arms, &c., to Henderson’s Ford, now Milton, four miles 
below Charlottesville ; there I remained until Col. Tarle- 
ton eame to the latter place. There was a Capt. Lieuten- 
ant Bohannan, who had come a few days before, and who 
ordered me to remain where I was, and defend the Maga- 
zine against any detachment that might be sent to take it, 
until I heard that Tarleton had crossed the river at Char- 
lottesville, after which I should join the Baron Steuben, at 
the Point of Fork. About eleven o’clock, I heard that 
Tarleton had crossed the river at Charlottesville, and driven 
away the Legislature. I then commenced my march to 
join the Baron Steuben. My Orderly, through an interval 
in the wuod, pointed out some of Tarleton’s dragoons on 
the mountain, those that had been sent to catch the Gov- 
ernor, Jefferson. I continued my march, but took the 
Blenheim road, instead of the Point of Fork road, by mis- 
take, by which I escaped Tarleton; as he says in his book 
which I have, that, immediately on dispersing the Legisla- 
ture and Governor, he took the road to the Point of Fork, 
to meet Lord Cornwallis’ Eighth Infantry. By the road I 
took, I was thrown on the South of him, and, about a quar- 
ter of an hour by sun, I met a man who, on my inquiry, 
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informed me I was five miles from the Baron’s encamp- 
ment, then occupied by Lord Cornwallis’ light infantry, 
who had driven the Baron across the river that morning. 
Capt. Bohannan having ordered me, if I could not join the 
Baron, to proceed to Staunton, and from thence to join the 
corps to which I belonged, in the army of the Marquis La 
Fayette, I required the man to conduct me to the nearest 
crossing place on the South branch of James river, by sun- 
rise the next morning, and he conducted me to the mouth 
of Hardware, and I there crossed the river. 

The next day I met Col. Davis who, under the Baron, 
had the ordering the new recruits and detached parties. 
I had known him before, and without any salutations, he 
asked me where I was going. I told him I was going to 
Buckingham Court-House, to get provisions for the men, 
for that though I had an impress warrant in my pocket, I 
did not like to execute it, when public stores could be got ; 
to which he replied, that Lord Cornwallis’ light infantry 
would be there before me. I said, I had left them in the 
Fork the night before ; on which he said, ‘‘ you will do as 
you please.” 

Such was the panic every where, that on the next day, 
the soldiers under my command, seemed to have caught 
it, for in turning a lane on our march, some recruits of 
Capt. Armand’s troop came in front, and most of them fled 
and left me standing in the road almost alone; yet these 
men had fought under that gallant officer, Major Porterfield, 
at Gates’ defeat! They returned, however, to their ranks, 
and we continued our march to Staunton, to which place I 
was ordered, as I have said, if I could not join the Baron 
Steuben, at the Point of Fork. 

The next day I crossed the Ridge, about six miles to the 
South of Rockfish Gap. When I got to where Waynes- 
sorough is, I found a large force of eight hundred or @ 
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thousand riflemen, under the command of a General Mc- 
Dowell, who Gov. McDowell has told me, was from North 
Carolina. He stopped me, saying he had orders to stop 
all troops and to defend the Gap. I replied that I belonged 
to the Continental Army, and had orders to go to Staun- 
ton, and said to the men, ‘‘ move on,”’ and he let me pass. 

At that time I suppose a regimental coat had never been 
seen on that side of the mountains—nothing but hunting- 
shirts—I marched with drums beating and colors flying, 
and some one seeing the troops, carried the news to Staun- 
ton, that Tarleton had crossed the Mountain, and the Leg- 
islature then sitting there, ran off again; but, learning the 
mistake, rallied and returned next day. In the morning I 
entered the town. There, for a few days, I heard Patrick 
Henry, Richard Henry Lee, George Nicholas, and my 
neighbour, Mann Page, of Mansfield. 

It may seem strange that so young as I was, not yet sev- 
enteen years old, that I should have the command that I 
had. But I had been in command of about seventy-five 
men, to guard the Magazine and to make cartridges, post- 
fire, &c., and when I arrived at Staunton, Col. Davis whom 
I found there, insisted on retaining me in that service, but 
Capt. Fleming Gaines, who belonged to Harrison’s regi- 
ment of artillery, ordered me to join my corps as speedily 
as I could in the army of the Marquis, and furnished me 
with his horses and servant to do so. 

In a few days I left Staunton, and took the road by what 
is now Port Republic, to cross the Ridge at Swift Run Gap. 
A curious incident occurred; one of the horses was taken 
lame, and I stopped at a smith’s shop to have his shoes re- 
paired. The people were all Dutch and spoke no English ; 
seeing me in regimentals, they took me for a British offi- 
eer, and detained me some time as their prisoner, until one 
of them came who understood some English, and I showed 
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him my commission, and they let me pass. At that time 
Lord Cornwallis having learned that the Pennsylvania line 
had arrived at Culpeper Court-House, changed his route. 
His first design was to burn Hunter’s Iron Works, above 
Falmouth, which were very valuable: His information 
must have been very bad; the Pennsylvania line, as it 
was called, had been disbanded for mutiny in the North, 
and again recruited, and did not number more than six or 
seven hundred men, commanded by Gen. Wayne. Gen. 
Weedon at the same time commanded a small body of 
militia, near Fredericksburg, from which he had nothing to 
fear in his progress to burn the iron works. He, however, 
began lo retire, when the Marquis re-crossed the Rappa- 
hannock, at the Raccoon Ford, and by opening an old road, 
threw himself between Lord Cornwallis and our remaining 
stores in the upper country, and followed Lord Cornwallis 
at a respectful distance. 

The corps of Tarleton and Simcoe, in the mean time, 
rejoined him, and he halted but one day on the heights, 
above Goochland Court-House ; when the Marquis also 
retrograded and placed the army behind Mechunck’s 
Creek—I think they called it, in Fluvanna. Both armies 
proceeded slowly towards Richmond, and at Westham I 
found a corps of which my brother Rospert, afterwards 
Governor of the State; was a volunteer. He was captured 
by a troop of Simcoe’s regiment, commanded by Capt. 
Loller. Lord Cornwallis kept on his way to Williamsburg, 
and the Marquis halted a few miles below New Kent Court 
House, where, on the 4th of July, the army was reviewed 
and fired a feu de joie. 

I was attached to Gen. Lawson’s brigade, with one six 
pounder, and had some opportunity to know the whole 
force of the American army. It consisted of eight thous- 
and militia, Stephens’ and Lawson’s brigades; of one 
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thousand light infantry, New England troops, brought on 
by the Marquis, (fine troops they were ;) the Pennsylva- 
nia line, as it was called, between six and seven hundred 
men, commanded by Gen. Wayne, with a good train of 
artillery ; one thousand Riflemen, under Gen. Campbell, of 
King’s Mountain, and part of the regiment of Virginia 
Continental troops, under Colonel Febiger, a Dane; a vi- 
dette corps of dragoons, under Captain Larkin Smith ; and 
a single company of Harrison’s regiment of artillery to 
which I belonged ; there were some additional militia, un- 
der Major Willis. The British army was more efficient ; 
seven thousand infantry, who had fought the battles of the 
South; Tarleton’s and Simcoe’s full regiments of cavalry, 
and a fine train of artillery. These were all troops that 
could not be easily driven out of a field of battle. The 
Marquis, in 2 few days, marched to the Cross-roads and 
the Burnt Ordinary, sixteen miles from Williamsburg. 
(The skirmish at Hot Water, by Col. Butler, of the Penn- 
sylvania line, and Major John Willis, with some Virginia 
militia, had occurred a few days before.) 

While the army lay on this ground, Lord Cornwallis 
marched from Williamsburg to Green Spring, or James- 
town. The morning of that battle, Major Geo. Washing- 
ton, an old schoolmate, the second aid to the Marquis, was 
at our quarters, and was asked if the Marquis knew where 
Lord Cornwallis was, and whether he had crossed the river. 
His reply was, that Gen. Wayne had been sent on that 
morning to find out where he was. Tarleton, in his jour- 
nal, says, that one or two days before, he had bribed a 
white man and a negro to go out, and, if they met with 
any American detachments, to inform them that the Brit- 
ish army, except a small portion of it, had crossed the 
river. It was this negro who fell in with Gen. Wayne, 
who, on his report, marched down and attacked the whole 
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British army. Tarleton is wrong in supposing that the 
Marquis intended to bring on a general engagement; on 
the contrary, at 12 o’clock, when he learned that Wayne 
was in some danger, he ordered Col. Galvan, who belong- 
ed to his light infantry, to run down with only one hundred 
men to his relief, while he, with Capt. John F. Mercer’s 
troop of horse, who had lately joined, and some militia 
riflemen, followed to support him. The Marquis certainly 
had no idea of a general battle, as the rest of the army 
remained quietly in their encampment the whole of the 
day. General Wayne brought on the battle; relying on 
the intelligence the negro gave him, whom Tarleton had 
bribed ; for which his troops suffered very much. He, as 
Tarleton says, attacked the whole British army, and got off 
only by Lord Cornwallis supposing that a general action 
was intended by the Marquis, and taking time to prepare 
for it. Wayne not only lost his artillery, but had, I think, 
eleven officers badly wounded, whom I saw the next morn- 
ing under the hands of the Surgeon, at the church, in the 
rear of our encampment. iI think it is very certain that 
the Marquis, at this time, intended no general battle; nor 
did Lord Cornwallis either. His object was to cross the 
river and fall down to Portsmouth, that he might send the 
reinforcement required of him by Gen. Clinton, who ap- 
prehended an attack by Gen. Washington, and the Count 
Rochambeau, who was hourly expected to arrive with the 
French troops from the West Indies. 

In a few days after the battle of Green Spring, the sin- 
gle company of artillery of Harrison’s regiment to which 
I belonged, was ordered to the South. It was to proceed 
to Charlottesville by the way of Goochland Court-House. 
All the officers, except myself, had leave to take their 
homes in their way, andI was left to conduct the company 
until they should join at the general rendezvous at Cum- 
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berland old Court House, where Col. Febiger, a Dane, an 
officer in the Continental army of Virginia, an excellent 
tactician, had the command. 





A RECOLLECTION OF THE AMERICAN REVO- 
LUTIONARY WAR, 


BY A BRITISH OFFICER, 


[We find the followiug narrative which we may well consider 
as a sort of Sequel to Lord Cornwallis’s Surrender at York, 
in an old volume of the Military aud Naval Magazine of 
the U. S. where it appears as taken from the United Service 
Journal, of November, 1834; and readily transfer it to ourown 
pages where it will be at least equally in place.] 


All the world is aware, that in the month of October 
1781, after a defence which scarcely sustained his high rep- 
utation as acommander, Lord Cornwallis came to the mel- 
ancholy resolution of surrendering to the arms of France 
and America the posts of Yorktown and Gloucester, De- 
ceived he doubtless had been by Sir Henry Clinton, and 
the defences of the place, imperfect at the best, were in 
ruins. His projected burst from Gloucester, likewise, had 
been thwarted ; though it may admit of a question whether 
it ought not sooner to have been tried. But however this 
may be—and at present it is not my business to argue the 
point—his Lordship found himself incapable of further re- 
sistance ; and on the 17th wrote to General Washington a 
despatch, of which the following is a copy :— 

«‘Sir,—I propose a cessation of hostilities for twenty- 
four hours, and that two officers may be appointed by each 
side to meet at Mr. Moore’s house, to settle terms for the 
surrender of the posts at York and Gloucester.” 
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General Washington’s reply was very characteristic of 
the man—gentlemanlike, formal, but quite decided :— 

‘‘My Lorp,—I have the honor of receiving your Lord- 
ship’s letter of this date. An ardent desire to save the 
effusion of blood will readily incline me to listen to such 
terms for the surrender of your posts and garrisons at York 
and Gloucester as are admissible. I wish, previous to the 
meeting of the commissioners, that your Lordship’s propo- 
sals may be sent to the American lines, for which purpose 
a suspension of hostilities during two hours from the deliv- 
ery of this le*ter, shall be granted.” 

So began a negotiation, concerning which all the world 
is aware that it ended in a treaty by which the posts in 
question were given up, and the British and German troops, 
to the number of 7,000 men, together with the crews of 
one or two armed vessels, which kept guard in the river, 
became prisoners of war—the former to the Americans, the 
latter, with the shipping and stores, to the French Admiral. 

On the 18th of October the terms of capitulation were 
ratified, and on the 19th the garrison marched to the spot 
agreed upon. Drums were beat, but the colors remained 
in their cases—an idle retaliation for a very idle slight which 
had been put by our people on the American garrison of 
Charleston ; and the regiments having formed in columns 
at quarter distance, the men laid down their arms. It isa 
sorry reminiscence this; yet the scene made a deep im- 
pression at the moment, for the mortification and unfeign- 
ed sorrow of the soldiers will never fade from my memory. 
Some went so far as to shed tears, while one man, a cor- 
poral, who stood near me, embraced his firelock, and then 
threw it on the ground, exclaiming, ‘‘ May you never get 
so good a master again!’ Nevertheless, to do them jus- 
tice, the Americans behaved with great delicacy and for- 
bearance ; while the French, by what motive actuated I 
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will not pretend to say, were profuse in their protestations 
of sympathy. Crapeau is a singular compound of good 
and bad qualities ; brave, insolent, vain even in his acts of 
kindness, yet not wanting in generosity and chivalrous 
feeling. For myself, when I visited their lines, which I did 
immediately after our parade had been dismissed, I was 
overwlielmed with the civility of my late enemies, One 
pointed to a newly made grave in the parapet of a battery, 
which our troops, in the course of a recent sortie, had en- 
tered. ‘Un de vos braves gens,”’ said he; and it was so; 
for there lay a sergeant of the Guards, who had fallen in 
the attack. While others freely tendered their purses, of 
which, fortunately for myself, and perhaps not less fortu- 
nately for them, I was not under the necessity of taking 
advantage. ‘Je n’ai rien a vous offrir,” said one officer, 
evidently a person of rank, though his name I had no op- 
portunity to ascertain, ‘car je n’aurai rien pour cinquante 
ans de service que la petite croix et le rhumatisme.” I 
made my acknowledgments in the best way I could, and 
returned to my comrades. 

Among other stipulations, it had been agreed upon by 
article 5, that “ the soldiers should be kept in Virginia, 
Maryland, or in Pennsylvania, as much by regiments as 
possible, and that they should be supplied with the same 
rations of provisions as are allowed to soldiers in the ser- 
vice of America.” The article went on to say, “A field 
officer from each nation, to wit, British, Anspach, and Hes- 
sian, and other officers on parole, in the proportion of one 
to fifty men, to be allowed to reside near their respective 
regiments, to visit them frequently, and to be witnesses of 
their treatment.’’ I happened to be numbered among the 
officers on whom the lot feli to keep with the men; and 
our British field-officer was Major Gordon—a man whose 
memory will be cherished as long as a single individual 
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shall survive of all who shared in that captivity. He took 
the place of a field officer of the Guards, whose turn of 
duty it was, but who exhibited such reluctance that this 
high-minded officer interfered, rightly judging that he whose 
heart is not with his men will never apply, as he ought to 
do, his whole faculties to ensure their comfort. But let 
that pass. My purpose is sufficiently served when I say 
that Major Gordon acted as our superintendent, and that 
we never found cause to express other feelings than those 
of thankfulness that the case was so. 

On the 20th of October the British troops marched out 
of York in two divisions ; one of which, guarded by State 
soldiers, proceeded towards Maryland, while the other, to 
which I was attached, went, under an escort of militia, to 
the westward of Virginia. The journey was as little disa- 
greeable as any compulsory movement, performed under 
such circumstances, could well be. The militia-men pro- 
ved particularly kind ; for they not only permitted our peo- 
ple to carry away fence-rails for fire-wood, but protected 
them, while in the act of doing so, from the threatened 
vengeance of the proprietors. To be sure there was a mo- 
tive for this, apart from a generous desire to see their prison- 
ers accommodated: no good understanding existed at this 
time between the inhabitants of Lower and Upper Virginia, 
and as our guards chanced to belong to the latter province, 
they were not very fastidious in their dealings with the pro- 
prietors of the former. 

In the course of this march we traversed the lower ridge 
of the Blue Mountains, by a pass called Ashby’s Gap. 
While the head of the column was yet a good way off, I 
rode forward, and alighted at an inn which was kept by a 
person named Ashby, about half-way down the gorge. 
The hostess met me at the door—* A militiaman, I guess,” 
said she. ‘ No, ma’m,” was my reply. ‘ Continental, 
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mayhap? ‘No ma’m.” “Oh, I see,” exclaimed the old 
lady, ‘ you’re one of the sarpants—ould Wallace’s men. 
Well, now, I have two sons—one was at the catching of 
Johnny Burgoyne, the other at the catching of you, and 
they are both going next year to catch Clinton at New 
York. But you shall be kindly treated: my mother was 
from the old country.” And the honest woman kept her 
word. I was very kindly treated; and what is more, the 
reckoning proved to be unusually moderate, even for that 
cheap country. 

I pass over the remainder of our march, during which 
no adventure befell that deserves, as far as my memory bears 
me out, minute repetition. Winchester was the place of 
our destination ; an inconsiderable town in those days, and 
surrounded at a short distance by gigantic forests, amid 
which were erected some straggling villages of log-huts, 
for the accommodation partly of the prisoners taken in the 
affair of Cowpens, partly of the troops employed to watch 
them. Thither our men were conducted; and though the 
lodging was indifferent, and the issue of provisions, par- 
ticularly of flour, very irregular, of the treatment which 
they received, both from the guards and the country peo- 
ple, they had no reason to complain. The former put them 
under little or no restraint; while the latter gave them fre- 
quent invitations to their farm-houses, from accepting which 
we did not, for obvious reasons, think it necessary to re- 
strict them. 

As the winter drew on, the hardships to which our men 
became exposed, increased greatly. The huts, besides that 
they were inconveniently few in number, proved, in many 
instances, pervious to the weather, and the health of their 
inmates began in consequence tosuffer. I applied, under 
such circumstances, to the commissary and obtained from 
him an order that a church in town, capable of containing 
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500 persons, should be set apart for their use. But the 
arrangement was scarcely complete when I recived a mes- 
sage from B ‘gadier-General Morgan, intimating that the 
church must be immediately given up. I ventured to re- 
monstrate, in a letter written with all possible mildness, 
and in a strain which could not fail, as I conceived, to melt 
the heart of the rugged republican. The following is a 
copy of his answer:— 


‘“*Saratoca, 28th Nov. 1781. 


Sir,—I received your letter of this day’s date, and am 
really surprised at the contents of it. Two or three days 
before Christmas, our army began to hut at Middleton, in 
the Jerseys, and had nothing to keep off the inclemency of 
the weather till huts were built. You have time enough. 
This snow won’t last long; it will be gone immediately. 
If your men don’t know how to work, they must learn. 


We did not send for them to come amongst us, neither can 
we work for them to build them houses. I have been a 


prisoner as well as they, and was kept in close jail five 
months and thirteen days—thirty-six officers and their ser- 
vants in one room, so that when we lay down on our straw, 
we covered the whole floor. Consider this, and your men 
have nothing to grumble at. Colonel Holmes, though a 
commissary of prisoners, is under control. You have no- 
thing to do but hut your men as fast as you can, for that 
must be the case. I have sent to General Washington, 
informing him of all matters—of what I had done and in- 
tended to do; and as he has never yet found fault with my 
conduct, you'll conclude from this that Colonel Holmes 
must obey my orders. The sooner your men hut them- 
selves the better, for they must not remain in town much 
longer. I will try to redress every grievance as well as I 
can; but this I cannot look upon as a grievance. If we 
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had barracks to afford them, they should have them; but 
as we have them not, they must cover themselves—at 
least, I would recommend it to them, or they will suffer. 
I have written this letter in a plain rough style, that you 
might know what you had to depend upon, at which I hope 
you will not take umbrage.”’ 

The receipt of this letter, while it left little reason to 
hope that the writer would be induced by further discus- 
sion to change his mind, excited in me a good deal of cu- 
riosity to meet him ; and I was very glad when, a few days 
afterwards, he visited Winchester. I sent him an invita- 
tion to dinner, which he accepted without scruple ; and a 
very pleasant evening we spenttogether. The landlord of 
the house in which I lodged being a militia colonel, made 
one of the party, between whom and the brigadier some 
interesting conversation passed. It may be necessary to 
state that Morgan had commanded a battalion of riflemen, 
which performed good service in various quarters, and that 
he had been actively engaged in the operations which en- 
ded in the surrender of General Burgoyne. He alluded 
to that affair with undisguised triumph, and spoke with 
more volubility, perhaps, than good taste, of his own ex- 
ploits on the occasion. ‘Oh, we whopped them tarnation 
well, surelie,”’ said he, rubbing his hands; ‘ though to be 
sure they gave us tough work too. But it was on the 7th 
of October that the rifles settled the business. Me and 
my boys attacked a height that day, and druv Ackland and 
his grenadiers; but we were hardly on the top when the 
British rallied, and came on again with such fury that no- 
thing could stop them. I saw that they were led by an 
officer on a grey horse—a devilish brave fellow ; so, when 
we took the height a second time, says I to one of my best 
shots, says I, you get up into that there tree, and single 
out him on the white horse. Dang it, twas no sooner said 
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than done. On came the British again, with the grey 
horseman leading; but his career was short enough this 
time. I jist tuck my eyes off him for a moment, and when 
I turned them to the place where he had been—pooh, he 
was gone!’ 

I knew at once that he spoke of General Fraser, who 
rode that day a grey horse, and fell from a rifle ball through 
the body. But Morgan did not confine his loquacity to 
communications like this. He told us that the British 
owed him a lash: that he drove one of the waggons which 
accompanied General Braddock’s army, and being a giddy 
young man, that he had, on a certain occasion, knocked 
down a sentinel; for that offence he had been condemned 
to receive four hundred lashes, of which only three hun- 
dred and ninety-nine were inflicted—‘I counted them 
myself,” continued he, laughing, ‘‘and am sure that I am 
right; nay, I convinced the drum-major of his mistake, 
but they wouldn’t tie me up again ; sol am still their cre- 
ditor to the amount of one lash.” 

Whether the intercourse which I had thus established 
with General Morgan operated atall in our favor, I do not 
know; but within a few days an order arrived directing us 
to march, not into the woods again, but to a comfortable 
barrack, surrounded by a high stockade, about ten miles 
south of the Susquehanna river. Here, in the vicinity of 
Little York, we passed some time agreeably enough; for 
though the men were more strictly watched than at Win- 
chester, their quarters were much less inconvenient, and 
their provisions more abundant, as well as supplied with 
increased regularity. Besides, we had frequent opportu- 
nities of communicating with Philadelphia, and occasion- 
ally with New York itself; while the newspapers that from 
time to time reached us from the former city, proved ex- 
tremely acceptable. 
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GAZETTEIANA. 
NO. IV. 


[We conclude here our Extracts from the old Virginia Ga- 
zette, begun in our last January number: see page 20.) 


Williamsburg, April 4, 1766. 

Alt a meeting of a considerable number of inhabitants of 
the town und county of Norfolk and others, Sons or Lis- 
ERTY, at the court-house of the said county, in the Colony of 
Virginia, on Monday the 31st of March, 1766. 

Havine taken into consideration the evil tendency of 
that oppressive and unconstitutional act of Parliament com- 
monly called the Stamp Act, and being desirous that our 
sentiments should be known to posterity, and recollecting 
that we are a part of that colony who first, in General As- 
sembly, openly expressed their detestation of the said act, 
which is pregnant with ruin, and productive of the most 
pernicious consequences ; and unwilling to rivet the shack- 
les of slavery and oppression on ourselves, and millions 
yet unborn, have unanimously come to the following reso- 
lutions : 

I. Resolved, That we acknowledge our Sovereign Lord 
King George III. to be our rightful and lawful King, and 
that we will, at all times, to the utmost of our power and 
ability, support and defend his most sacred person, crown, 
and dignity; and will be always ready, when constitution- 
ally called upon, to assist his Majesty with our lives and 
fortunes, and defend all his just rights and prerogatives. 

II. Resolved, That we will by all lawful ways and 
means, which Divine Providence hath put into our hands, 
defend ourselves in the full enjoyment of, and preserve 
inviolate to posterity, those inestimable privileges of all 
free born British subjects, of being taxed by none but Rep- 
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resentatives of their own choosing, and of being tried only 
by a Jury of their own Peers; for if we,quietly submit to 
the execution of the said Stamp Act, all our claims to civil 
liberty will be lost, and we and our posterity become abso- 
lute slaves. 


III. Resolved, That we will on any future occasion, sac- 
rifice our lives and fortunes, in concurrence with the other 
Sons of Liberty, in the American provinces, to defend and 
preserve those invaluable blessings transmitted by our an- 
cestors. 


IV. Resolved, That whoever is concerned, directly or 
indirectly, in using, or causing to be used, in any way or 
manner whatever, within this colony, unless authorized by 
the General Assembly thereof, those detestable papers 
called the Stamps, shall be deemed to all intents and pur- 
poses, an enemy to his country, and by the Sons of Liber- 
ty treated accordingly, &c. 


Williamsburg, May 2. 
Great anp Girorious NEWS to America, and comforta- 
ble news to the Printer of the Vircinta Gazette. 

An Express arrived in town this evening from Mr. Jor- 
dan, who came passenger in the Lord Baltimore, Captain 
Mitchell, arrived in York river from London, who brings a 
certain account of the repeal of the abhored Stamp Act. 
The publication of our paper, upon this account, will be 
later than usual; but the occasion of it, we are almost 
sure, will plead our excuse. After reading the following, 
let the cheerful song go round; for Britons, Britons never 
will be slaves. 


“ A bill for the better securing the dependency of his 
Majesty’s dominions of America upon the crown and Par- 
liament of Great Britain,’ &c. 
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Williamsburg, June 20. 

On Friday last, a good deal of company being in town 
at the Oyer and Terminer Court, our gratitude and thank- 
fulness upon the joyful occasion of the repeal of the Stamp 
Act, and the universal pleasure and satisfaction it gives 
that all differences between the mother country and her 
colonies are so happily terminated, was manifesied here 
by general illuminations, and a ball and elegant entertain- 
ment at the Capitol, at which was present His Honour the 
Governour, many of the Members of His Majesty’s Coun- 
cil, and a large and genteel company of Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, who spent the evening with much mirth and de- 
corum, and drank all the loyal and patriotick toasts. 

{ Norz.—The “ glorious news” had been celebrated in 


the loyal and patriotic Borough of Norfolk, (always fore- 
most in festivities,) on Thursday the 22d of May before. ] 


Williamsburg, Jan. 20, 1774. 
A Lady’s Adieu to her TEA TABLE. 


FareweE .t the Tea Board, with its gaudy Equipage, 
Of Cups and Saucers, Cream Bucket, Sugar Tongs, 
The pretty Tea Chest also lately stor’d 

With Hyson, Congo, and best Double Fine. 

Full many a joyous Moment have I sat by ye 
Hearing the Girls’ Tattle, the Old Maids talk Scandal, 
And the spruce Coxcomb laugh at—may be—Nothing. 
No more shall I dish ont the once lov’d Liquor, 
Though now detestable [it is to me, ] 

Because I’m taught (and I believe it true) 

Its use will fasten slavish Chains upon my Country, 
And urperty’s the Goddess I would choose 

To reign triumphant in America. 


Williamsburg, Feb. 17, 1774. 
Mayor General Leg, in his Polish Majesty’s Service, 
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but a Native of Great Britain, arrived a few Days ago at 
Hampton, from New York, on a tour through the Colonies. 


Marriages. 
ArcH1BALD Botuine, Esq, to Miss Janz Ranpowps, se- 
cond Daughter of Richard Randolph Esq, of Curle’s. 


Joun Parke Custis Esq to Miss Enpanor Catvert of 
Maryland. 


Williamsburg, March 8rd, 1774. 

Last Saturday Evening the Right Honourable the Coun- 
tess of Dunmore, with Lord Fincastle, the Honourable 
Alexander and John Murray, and the Ladies Catharine, 
Augusta and Susan Murray, accompanied by Captain Foy 
and his Lady, arrived at the Palace in this City; to the 
great joy of his Excellency the Governour, and the inex- 
pressible Pleasure and Satisfaction of the Inhabitants, who 
made a general Illumination upon the happy Occasion, and 


with repeated Acclamations welcomed her Ladyship and 
Family to Virginia. 


Williamsburg, March 24, 1774. 
By the Brigantine Abby, Captain Herbert, arrived at 
Norfolk, we learn that Advice was received in England of 
the Destruction of the East India Company’s Tea at Bos- 
ton, which had caused several Meetings of the Directors, 
but did not make that Noise which was first expected. 


April 7, 1774. 
Lent to some of my Acquaintance, or lost, Dr. Beartie 
on Trutu, and Rew on tHE Human Minp. Any Person 
who has either of those Books will oblige me by informing 
the Printer thereof, or returning them tome. The Name 
at the Bottom of the Coat of Arms denotes the Owner. 
Ratpw WorMtey Junior. 
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March 24th, 1774. 
Tue next Meeting of The Subscribers to the Fund for 
the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of Clergymen is 
to be held on Saturday the 30th of April. Officers for the 
present Year are the Reverend John Camm, Treasurer, 
Reverend Benjamin Blagrove, Henry Skyring, James 
Maury Fontaine, Thomas Price, William Bland, and Alex- 
ander White, Trustees, the Reverend William Leigh, 
Morning Preacher, and the Reverend John Bracken, Af- 

ternoon Preacher. 
Jacob Bruce, Clerk. 


Williamsburg, April 21st, 1774. 
The Members of the Society lately instituted for pro- 
moting useful knowledge are desired to attend at the Cap- 
ital on Tuesday the 3rd of May, that being one of the 
Days appointed for their annual Meetings. 


Tue Fair in Richmond Town begins the second Thursday 
in May, (being the 12th.) &c. 


Surrotx, March 15, 1774. 
Tue Subscriber has for Sale about 19,000 Weight of 
Virernta Rice thought to be equal in Quality to that of 
Sourn Carotina. Any Person wanting to purchase may, 
in my Absence apply to Mr. Wills Cowper, Merchant in 
Suffolk. 


Joun WasHINGTON. 


Norrotk, April 21, 1774. 
Notice is hereby given, that a Number of Vessels will 
be wanted this Summer to bring about 6000 Tons of Stone 
from Mr. Brooke’s Quarry on Rappahannock, and land the 
same on Cape Henry, for the Lighthouse, &c., &c. 
Bassett MosgELey. 





oe kw ft se se ot ik. ee hlUrelUCetl 


THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 217 


Norrotk, May 3, 1774. 

Yesterday was celebrated in this Place the Anniversary 
of St. Tammuny, the tutelar Saint of the American Colo- 
nies. At one o’clock a Royal Salute of 21 Guns, from a 
Battery erected for the Purpose, ushered in the Rejoicings 
of the Day; and in the Evening a grand Entertainment 
was given, at the Mason’s Hall, by the Sons of the Saint, 
to which there was a general Invitation and the Company 
exceedingly numerous and brilliant, consisting of near 400 
Persons. At six the Ball was opened, by one of our Bur- 
gesses, in the Character of Kinc Tamm™uny, properly ac- 
coutred in the ancient Habit of this Country, at which ; 
Time another Royal Salute was given. The Ladies, whose 
fair Bosoms on this Occasion seemed more particularly an- 
imated with a generous Love of their Country, indulged 
the Company with their Presence till four in the Morning, 
and after their Retirement) the Sons of St. Tammrny, ac- 
cording to the immemorial Custom of these Countries, en- 
circled their King, and practised the ancient mysterious 
War Dance, so highly descriptive of the warmest Attach- 
ment and Freedom of Spirit. The whole was conducted 
with the strictest Decorum, and to the universal Satisfac- 
tion of the Assembly; while the Cordiality with which 
the Sons of the brother Saints, St. George, St. Andrew, St. 
Patrick and St. David entered into the general Mirth of 
the Evening, gave particular Pleasure ; and was truly em- 
blematical of that happy Union which has long subsisted 
between the Parent State and her Colonies, while Britain 
was just and Jmerica was free, and which every Lover of 
his Country would wish should still subsist, for 7ge: yet 
to come. 


Fredericksburg, June 2nd, 1774. 
Yesterday being the Day set apart by the Members of 


19 
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the late House of Burgesses as a Day of Fasting, Humili- 
ation, and Prayer, devoutly to implore the Divine Interpo- 
sition for averting the heavy Calamity which threatens De- 
struction to the civil Rights of America, the same was ac- 
cordingly observed by the Inhabitants of this Place, who 
repaired to Church and heard an excellent Sermon preach- 
ed by the Reverend*James Marye, from Psalm xii, Verse 
iii—Help Lord, for the godly Man ceaseth, for the Faithful 
Sail from among the Children of Men—The Reverend Mr. 
Wilson read Prayers. 


Much Credit is due to the Ladies for the Part they took 
in our Association, and it does Honour to their Sex; for 
no sooner were they made acquainted with the Resolution 
to prohibit the use of Tra, after the first df June ; but be- 
fore the Day came, they sealed up the stock which they 
had on Hand and vowed never more to use it till the op- 
pressive Act imposing a Duty thereon should be repealed. 


May their Example be followed by all the Ladies on this 
Continent! 


Williamsburg, June 16, 1774. 

Yesterday the Society for the Advancement of useful 
Knowledge met at the Capitol, when the Honourable John 
Page of Rosewell was chosen President, George Wythe, 
Esq, Vice-President, Mr. James Madison, Professor of Nat- 
ural Philosophy in the College of William & Mary, and 
the Reverend Mr. Robert Andrews of York Secretary, Da- 
vid Jameison, Esq., Treasurer, and Mr. James Madison 
Curator. 

A pecuniary Reward and Medal were voted to Mr. Hol- 
iday for his Model ofja very ingenious and useful Machine 
for threshing out Wheat. 

Doctor Franklin and Doctor Lettsom of London, the Rev- 
erend Thomas Baldwin, and John Baldwin, Esq. of Chester 





CS fe i Oe ee ihe ee his ee 


ry ce we 


o> 


THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 219 


in England, Doctor Smith Provost of the College, Doctor 
Morgan, Doctor Rush, and Mr. Rittenhouse of Philadelphia, 
Edward Fay, Esq; of New York, Doctor Steward of Bla- 
densburg, Maryland, and Doctor Smibert of Boston were 
chosen corresponding Members. 


Williamsburg, August 11, 1774. 

In Consequence of an Invitation from the Honourable 
Peyton Ranpotpu, Esq; our worthy Representative, there 
was yesterday a very full Meeting of the Inhabitants of 
this City at the Courthouse, when they generally approved 
of the Association entered into by the Delegates from the 
several Counties of this Colony, and subscribed thereto; 
and, at the same time, contributed most generously for the 
Relief of our distressed Fellow Subjects at Boston, both 
in Cash and Provisions. 


Williamsburg, Aug. 25th, 1774. 

Last Night an Express arrived from Pittsylvania Coun- 
ty, who brings the melancholy Intelligence that several 
Families have been lately cut off at Sinking Creek, on the 
Line between this Colony and North Carolina, by Parties 
of Choctaw, Shawanese, and Delaware Indians ; and that 
it was reported there were ten Nations who had leagued to 
go to War against the Settlements, some of them very 
powerful. We hear the Express was sent by Colonel 
Gordon of Pittsylvania, requesting a Supply of Arms and 
Ammunition (of which it seems the back Inhabitants are 
in great Want) the young Men there having declared their 
Readiness to go out in their Country’s Defence, and for 
the Protection of their Properties and Friends from the 
Cruelty and Depredations of the Savages. 

Lord Dunmore, we hear, with about 1500 Men under 
his Command, was to march in a few days for the Mouth 
of New River, where he is to be joined by Colonel Lewis 
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and Colonel Preston with a Body of 12 or 1500 Men 
more; their Destination is said to be against some of the 
Indian Towns. 


Williamsburg, Oct. 6th, 1774. 

By Advices from the Frontiers, we learn that his Ex- 
cellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Dunmore has 
concluded a Peace with the Tribe of Delaware Indians, 
and purchased from them their Lands, which they are 
speedily to evacuate, and that they have given the strong- 
est Assurances, that they never more will take up the 
Hatchet against the English. 


Williamsburg,.Friday Oct. 28th, 1774. 
We have just received Intelligence that Epmunp Pen- 
DLETON and Parrick Henry Esquires are come home 
from the General Congress, which broke up last Saturday; 


and that the Honourable Peyron Ranpotpn, Esq, with 
some more of the Delegates were to leave Philadelphia the 
Day after, so that they may be hourly expected. 


Williamsburg, January 20, 1775. 
The several counties and corporations in this Colony 
are requested to elect Delegates torepresent them in Con- 
vention, who are desired to meet at the Town of Ricu- 
MOND, in the County of Henrico, on Monday the 21st of 
March next. 
Peyton Ranpoieu, Moderator. 


Williamsburg, Feb. 4, 1775. 
Yesterday at a meeting of the inhabitants of this city, 
the Hon. Perron Ranpopn, Esq; was unanimously chosen 
their Delegate to attend the Convention at the Town of 
Richmond, on the 20th of next month. 


The squadron in North America under command of Vice 
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Admiral Graves, now consists of 24 ships of war and arm- 
ed schooners, their total amount of guns 502, and 3475 
men. 


The following is said to be a message from Captain Le- 
gan, (an Indian warrior,) to Governor Dunmore, after the 
battle in which Col. Charles Lewis was slain, delivered at 
the treaty. ‘‘I appeal to any white man to say that he 
ever entered Logan’s cabin but I gave him meat; that he 
ever came naked but I clothed him. In the course of the 
last war, Logan remained in his cabin an advocate for 
peace. I had such an affection for the white people, that 
I was pointed at by the rest of my nation. I should have 
ever lived with them had it not been for Colonel Cressop, 
who last year cut off, in cold blood, all the relations of 
Logan, rot sparing women and children; there runs not 
a drop of my blood in the veins of any human creature. 
This called upon me for revenge ; I have sought it, I have 
killed many,—and fully glutted my revenge. I am glad 
that there is a prospect of peace, on account of the nation ; 
but I beg you will not entertain a thought that any thing I 
have said proceeds from fear! Logan disdains the thought! 
He will not turn on his heel to save his life! Who is 
there to mourn for Logan? No one.” 


March 4, 1775. 


A PROPHECY OF THE FUTURE GLORY OF 
AMERICA. 


To years far distant, and to scenes more bright, 

Along the vale of time extend thy sight, 

Where hours and days and years, from yon bright pole, 
Wave following wave, in long succession roll ; 

There see in pomp, for ages without end, 

The glories of the Western World ascend! 


#19 
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See, this blest Land in her bright morn appears, 
Wak’d from dead slumbers of six thousand years, 
While clouds of darkness vailed each cheering ray ; 
To savage beasts and savage men a prey ; 

Fair Freedom now her ensigns bright displays, 
And peace and plenty bless the golden days. 

In mighty pomp America shall rise, 

Her glories spreading to the boundless skies ; 
Of ev’ry fair she boasts th’ assembled charms, 
The Queen of empires, and the nurse of arms. 
See where her Heroes mark their glorious way, 
Arm’d for the fight and blazing on the day ; 
Blood stains their steps, and o’er the conqu’ring plain, 
Mid fighting thousands, and mid thousands slain, 
Their eager swords promiscous carnage blend, 
And ghastly deaths their raging course attend, 
Her mighty power the subject world shall see, 
For laurell’d conquest waits her high degree. 

See her bold vessels rushing to the main, 

Catch the swift gales, and sweep the watery plain, 
Or led by commerce, at the merchant’s door, 
Unlade the treasures of each distant shore ; 

Or arm’d with thunder, on the guilty foe, 
Rush—big with death and aim the impending blow; 
Bid every realm that hears the trump of fame, 
Quake at the distant terror of her name. 
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THE TWO RIVERS—THE THAMES AND THE, 
JAMES. 


We all remember how greatly pleased honest old Cap. 
tain Fluellin, (ia the play of Henry V.) was, with his nota- 
ble discovery of the resemblance between Macedon and 
Monmouth, for “look you,” said he, ‘there is a river in 
Macedon; and there is also moreover a river at Monmouth: 
it is called Wye, at Monmouth; but it is out of my brains 
what is the name of the other river; but ’tis all one, ’tis 
so like as my fingers is to my fingers, and there is salmons 
in both.’ Now I have felt something of the same sort of 
pleasure in finding that there is a still more remarkable 
resemblance between the two rivers, the Thames in ald 
England, and the James in our old Virginia—at least in 
their courses. Thus old Fuller writes: 

“ Rowing on the Thames, the waterman confirmed me 
in what formerly I had learnt from the maps; how that 
river, westward, runs so crooked, as likely to lose itself in 
a labyrinth of its own making. From Reading to London 
by land, thirty; by water a hundred miles. So wantonly 
that stream disporteth itself, as if as yet unresolved whether 
to advance to the sea or retreat to its fountain. But the 
same being past London, (as if sensible of its former lazi- 
ness, and fearing to be checked of the ocean, the mother 
of all rivers, for so long loitering; or else, as if weary with 
wandering, and loth to lose more way ; or lastly, as if con- 
ceiving such wildness inconsistent with the gravity of his 
channel, now grown old, and ready to be buried in the sea, 
runs in so direct a line, that from London to Gravesend, 
are equally twenty both by land and by nee 
Occasional Meditations.) 

Now will not this description of the Tansee answer al- 
most as well for our James—or at least with some little 
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‘‘ mutabilities and variations” which, according to old Cap- 
tain Fluellin, we must look for in all things? It is true 
that taking Richmond for our London, our river is not 
quite so full of turnings and windings to the West ; (though 
crooked enough in all conscience ;) and the most remark- 
able set of convolutions, or circumgyrations in it, occurs 
below ; (at the Dutchman’s Gap;) yet if we were to take 
our stand-point, in imaginati. », at our old capital of James- 
town, we should find the courses of the two rivers tally 
almost exactly; and even as it is, there is certainly a pretty 
strong likeness between them. 

For the rest, though I do not know that there are any 
salmons in either river (we have certainly none in the 
James, but some fine sturgeon and plenty of shad, and other 
fish;) the two noble streams may well be compared, in other 
and better respects; and we may very properly apply the 
memorable lines of Sir John Denham on the Thames, to 
our own river; and say, exultingly : 

Though with those streams he no resemblance hold, 

Whose foam is amber and their gravel gold ; 

His genuine and less guilty wealth ’t explore, 

Search not his bottom, but survey his shore. 

A READER. 


From Fraser’s Magazine. 


EDMUND BURKE AND HIS VIEWS OF OUR 
ANGLO-AMERICAN COLONIES. 


The seeds of great empires, like the germs of all true 
greatness, in both the natural and the moral world, are im- 
perceptibly sown. The acorn is blown about for months, 
the sport of every fitful breeze, before it finally takes root 
in the soil; and season must follow season, and fashions 
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ebb and flow for many years, before the matured oak 
spreads its branches to the skies, and bids defiance to the 
wintry blast. Myriads of little shell-fish die, and for cen- 
turies the waters roll above them before the coral reef is 
formed ; but it is formed, and slowly yet surely raises its 
head above the waves, and wrecks the proudest vessel as 
it proceeds on its way. As it is with the growth of an 
oak, as it is with the growth of a coral reef, so it is with 
the growth of a great empire. 

It was thus that the great empire on the American 
continent at first struggled into existence. It was engen- 
dered by persecution, it had its birth amid darkness, con- 
vulsion, and blood. Two centuries ago, emigration was 
not the matter of course that it now is. A man who left 
England to cross the Atlantic, did not expect to see an- 
other England on the distant shore. Wild Indians bran- 
dishing their tomahawks, savage beasts prowling through 
the forests, and making the solitudes re-echo with their bel- 
Jowing, were the welcome that the daring adventurer had 
to anticipate. But the great decree of Providence had 
gone forth, and the Saxon race was to increase and multi- 
ply in a new world, where the soil had not yet been up- 
turned by the plough, where the sky had not yet been 
darkened with the smoke of great cities, nor the mighty 
rivers been defiled by the tarry keels of heavily laden ves- 
sels. The word “ colony” had not at all to English ears a 
majestic sound: it, at most, brought to mind the idea of a 
handful of men, who were erecting huts, felling trees, and 
with the utmost difficulty preventing themselves from be- 
ing scalped and eaten. The Greeks and Romans had a 
much nobler idea of colonization than any of our country- 
men ever entertained until the speeches of Burke were 
given to the world. 

These colonies had flourished by neglect: they were 
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not coddled in their infancy; they were left to the ener- 
gies of unassisted nature, and this was enough to make 
them great and prosperous. Hume, in his History of Eng- 
Zand, during the reigns of James I., Charles I., Charles II. 
and James II.,; scarcely deigns to mention them; and 
when Grenville first determined to tax them, he seemed 
to care no more about what they thought of his financial 
scheme than an omnibus-driver considers the weight of 
the passengers that his horses have to draw up Holborn 
Hill. 

Nor, indeed, was Grenville behind his age ; nearly all 
his countrymen shared in his delusion. This is proved by 
the way in which the Stamp Act was first received. As 
long as the English language is spoken, that important, 
that inconsiderate, that most unhappy measure will be 
remembered ; for from the day in which it was introduc- 
ed into the House of Commons must date the independ- 
ence of America. It told the hardy laborers across the 
Atlantic, for the first time, that English statesmen did not 
consider them as Englishmen, and that they had not the same 
rights and privileges as the English people. Learning that 
they were not Englishmen, they began to look upon them- 
selves as Americans; and as wrong followed wrong, and 
oppression was heaped upon oppression, they grasped their 
rifles, and swore to make their title good. When the 
Stamp Act was passing, so little was thought of it in Eng- 
land, that there was actually only a single division during 
the whole of its progress through both houses of Parlia- 
ment, and in that division the minority did not amount to 
forty. Able editors thought it not worthy the employment 
of their pens’; nor great orators of their eloquence; nor 
one noble lord of a protest. ‘See, my son,’ said a great 
man, ‘with how little wisdom the world is governed.’ 


“The history of all agesproves the truth of this saying: 
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but never was it found truer than when applied to our 
quarrels with America. 

There was, however, one man, and perhaps but one 
man, in all England at that time aware of the awful re- 
sponsibility that our legislators were incurring. Burke sat, 
a mere stranger in the gallery of the House of Commons, 
and listened to the languid debate; he afterwards declar- 
ed that it was one of the dullest discussions he had ever 
heard. He was well acquainted with the subject, much 
better, indeed, than any one of the honorable gentlemen 
who'exulted in the idea that the colonies should be placed 
at the feet of the British Parliament. It cannot be doubt- 
ed that the wise and just sentiments which the Marquis of 
Rockingham always held on this subject, were inspired by 
his eloquent and philosophical private secretary. Burke, 
whilst endeavoring to support‘himself by his pen, had been 
engaged in drawing up 4n Account of the European Set- 
tlements in America, and indeed at that time was inclined 
to push his fortunes in the New World. 

The manner in which he looked on our colonies was 
peculiar to his great mind. While all other statesmen saw 
nothing but the object of the hour, he loved to let his 
imagination play on the future glories of America. But 
while thus indulging in his prophetic visions, he never for- 
got the realities of this working world. 

It has been said with truth of Bacon, that he first 
brought philosophy into the workship, the factory and the 
laboratory ; and it may be said with equal truth of Burke 
that he first introduced real philosophy into the House of 
Commons. As Coleridge says, he habitually recurred to 
principles ; he was a scientific statesman. And then his 
dreams were like Bacon’s; his imagination was as splen- 
did; his visions about America have all been, even in the 
period of less than a century, almost literally fufilled. He 
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delighted in contemplating these brave descendants of 
Englishmen, who had sought in the American wilderness- 
es a place of refuge, where they might worship God in the 
way that their hearts and minds most approved. He ex- 
ulted in their flourishing condition, in the increase of their 
wealth, their commerce, and their numbers. He pictured 
them reaping their goldea harvest, throwing the harpoon 
on the coast of Africa, and penetrating amid icebergs into 
“ Hudson’s Bay” and “ Davis’s Straits,’ meeting in their 
provincial assemblies, and with true English feeling at- 
tempting to form an image of English freedom, congrega- 
ting on Sundays in their plain buildings for prayer and 
thanksgiving, and thus gradually striking the roots cf the 
Protestant religion deep into the American soil. 

The angel that he introduced into his speech on ‘“ Con- 
ciliation,’’ drawing up the curtain and unfolding the rising 
glories of America, was not brought in, as even such a 
man as Lord Erskine appears to have believed, merely to 
afford the orator an opportunity for the display of his elo- 
quence. So far from that noble passage being a mere 
beautiful episode, the statistics that preceded it are not 
more properly used to give his hearers a just idea of the 
subject. Had his applauding admirers been less inclined 
to consider his illustrations as beautiful metaphors, and 
had they opened their minds to the importance of the 
great empire they professed to govern, our thirteen colo- 
nies would not have been so disgracefully torn from the 
bosom of the mother country. Not many years elapsed, 
after the publication of the two great speeches on Ameri- 
ca, before even Lord North was obliged to admit that 
Burke’s eloquence was really profound wisdom. 

These always were Burke’s opinions. Even in his 
speeches on America, he never indulged in any loose ex- 
pressions. We see here, as everywhere, his aversion to 
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those general principles that had no relation to times and 
different social conditions. He never liked to discuss the 
abstract rights of Parliament. ‘Be content,’ he exclaim- 
ed, when taunted about the rights of the colonies, ‘to bind 
America by laws of trade; you have always done it. Lei 
this be your reason for binding their trade. Do not bur- 
den them by taxes; you were not used to do so from the 
beginning. Let this be your reason for not taxing. These 
are the ar-guments of states and kingdoms. Leave the 
rest to the schools; for there only they may be discussed 
with safety.’ And then he says that he considers the 
. imperial rights of Great Britain and the privileges of the 
colonies to be quite reconcilable. The Parliament sat at 
the head of the empire in two capacities: the one as the 
local legislature of this island; the other, as the super- 
intendent, guide, and controller of all inferior legislatures. 
The powers of Parliament were therefore boundless; but 
it did not follow that it was wise on all occasions to use 
those boundless powers. There ought to be a competent 
sovereigh power; but it ought to be no ordinary power. 
and never used in the first instance. ‘Such, sir,’ said 
Burke, ‘is my idea of the constitution of the British em- 
pire, as distinguished from the constitution of Britain ; and 
on these grounds I think subordination and liberty may be 
sufficiently reconciled through the whole ; whether to serve 
a refining speculatist or a factious demagogue, I know not : 
but enough, surely, for the ease and happiness of man.’’ 
We might close here, but our sketch would perhaps hb: 
incomplete if we were to make no mention of Burke’s visit 
to France about the year before he delivered his speec!} 
on American taxation. His mind was then occupied wit! 
these Transatlantic affairs. But he little kniw all th 
mighty effects that the American revolt would have on thx 
world. Grenville, in one sense, may be said to have caus- 
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ed the great continental revolution; for undoubtedly his 
ill-judged and arbitrary proceedings awoke the infant de- 
mocracy that was slumbering amid the American forests. 
The spirit, however, once roused, was not to be again laid 
at rest. Deep called unto deep; young democracy from 
the other side of the Atlantic gave the death-stab to the 
old feudalism of Europe. Thus society was dying, and 
society was being born ; the old system was going out, and 
the new was coming in. It may seem singular, but to those 
who really understand his writings, quite natural and pro- 
per, that Burke should have been the greatest admirer and 
defender both of Young America and Old France. He 
stood by the cradle of the one; he watched the death-bed 
of the other. 





From the Examiner. 


NAPIER’S NOTICES OF LORD BACON AND SIR 
WALTER RALEIGH. 


This volume contains an essay on Lord Bacon, read in 
1818 to the Royal Society of Edinburgh, and a biographi- 
cal study of Sir Walter Raleigh, first published in the form 
of -a long article in the Edinburgh Review nine or ten years 
ago. Asa book it is remarkable for the clearness and 
simplicity with which use is made in it of a large quantity 
of reading, solid, earnest and various, and for the striking 
contrast offered by its style to the pretensions with which 
authorities are cited by those who refer at second-hand to 
books they have never seen. The whole grace of Mr. 
Napier’s style consists in its clearness; he has no other, 
and the writer does not want another who is extensively 
acquainted with the matter of which he treats, and can 
convey his knowledge in plain sentences. 

The essay upon Lord Bacon is devoted wholly to a proof 
of the fact that his genius as a philosopher was widely re- 
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cognized in his own time and by immediately succeeding 
generations, in all parts of Europe. The study of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, which occupies three-fourths of the book, 
is in its kind masterly. It was written after very diligent 
examination of authorities, including some both in print 
and MS., that had before escaped attention. We believe 
that we may fairly call it the most sensible and thoughtful 
monograph on Raleigh that has yet been written, though 
Raleigh’s life, either as a sketch or in the set form of a 
biography, has employed many pens. The biographer of 
Raleigh who is yet to come will not fail to derive many 
useful hints from Mr. Napier’s article. In the mean time, 
while we are all waiting for him, the public cannot do bet- 
ter than to turn to this reprint from the scattered works of 
a deceased scholar, for such a sketch of the adventurous 
genius and of the good and bad that must be said of him 
as can be had nowhere else within the compass of a sin» 
gle volume. 


From the Examiner, Jug. 13. 
MAURY’S SAILING DIRECTIONS. 


A volume of “Sailing Directions” conveys to an Enge 
lishman the idea of some ‘Sea Toreh,” full of bearings, 
distances and soundings, or at best of a modernized ver- 
sion of Hamilton Moore’s Navigation ; but very different 
indeed is the work of Lieut. Maury, bearing the trite and 
unpretending title we have named. The intention of the 
book is to impart so much scientific information as to stim- 
ulate and qualify the reader to furnish materials serving as 
a basis for further discoveries. It shows, in a popular way, 
the present state of knowledge respecting winds, tides, 
currents; and it invites observations, the results to be 
drawn from which may improve and extend the knowledge 
now possessed. The book is admirably calculated to ex- 
cite an intelligeut curiosity, and to direct it to objests min» 
istering to scientific information of the highest utility. 
The aim of it is to make the officers of ships observers and 
reporters upon nature. The principle on which the plan 
is founded is that every phenomenon has its significance, 
that every fact is a letter as it were in the great book of 
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nature, to read which aright nothing’ must be omitted or 
neglected as valueless. ‘‘Lend me your eyes,” says Lt. 
Maury to the thousands of intelligent voyagers. And he 
shows how the eyes are to be directed, and the method of 
recording their observations so as to make them minister 
to the purposes of science. All this is beautifully execu- 
ted, and the book will be read almost with as much pleas- 
ure by landsmen as with profit by seamen. It is indeed 
to be desired that it may be reprinted in a form more con- 
venient and cheap than its present shape, a quarto, and so 
brought within the reach of the general reader. 


FORREST’S NORFOLK AND VICINITY. 


Historical and Deseriptive Sketches of Norfolk and Vicinity, 
including Portsmouth and the adjacent Counties, During a 
period of Two Hundred Years. Also, Sketches of Wil- 
liamsburg, Hampton, Suffolk, Smithfield and other Places, 
with Descriptions of some of the Principal Objects. of Interest 
in Eastern Virginia. By Wm. S. Forrest. 1 Vol. 8vo. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. 1853. 


We have looked into this handsome volume with some 
interest—especially as it relates to our own natale solum— 
and are well disposed of course to give it all the praise 
which it fairly merits. It is not, indeed, we must say, 
quite all that we could have wished, or that we had per- 
haps some right to expect from the subject; and we might 
find some fault with the work for its many omissions which 
we regret, and still more for some of its admissions which 
we can hardly excuse; but we will not, and will merely 
say that, as it is, it contains a good deal of useful and 
agreeable information concerning Norfolk, and the low 
country of our State, which cannot be found any where 
else that we know so conveniently; and we commend it 
accordingly to all who may have occasion to refer to its 
pages- 
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Parious Bntelligenee. 


From the Virginia Republican. 
FIRST STEAM EXPERIMENT. 


Mr. Editor,—I see a communication in your paper between 
Col. Strother of Morgan county and the Attorney General of 
the United States, Mr. Cushing, on the subject of steam power. 
I know something of Mr. Rumsey’s experiment at Shepherds- 
town. About the year 1787, I, at the age of 14 years. lived in 
Shepherdstown—went there from Hagerstown—continued there 
from the fall of the year above, for nine months, and frequent- 
ly saw there. during the time, a keel boat about 15 or 20 feet in 
length, lying on the shoal, in a Mr. Entler’s saw mill dam; 
there was a large iron pot and a small cog wheel in it; all else 
must have been removed therefrom. I was told it was a boat 
Mr. Kumsey had made to run up stream by the force of steam, 
and that he had with him in'the beat Gen. George Washington 
and several other distinguished gentlemen, commissioners of 
the Potomac Company, who were about that time in Sheph- 
erdstown, ou the Company’s business, and that the said Rum- 
sey did run his boat up the current of the stream at Shepherds- 
town several hundred yards. The above gentlemen pronounced 
his principle practicable, and that it would be"usefal on a larger 
scale. Rumsey, on the strength of this experiment. had his 
boat hauled up out of the river and put io the saw mil! pond, 
and left for New York. His idea of the steam invention was 
ridiculed, and he could get no eneouragement at home to aid 
him, being straightened in pecuniary means—and so it was said 
of old—no prophet had honor at home. He fell in with a Mr. 
Fulton. who was also an enthusiast on the subject of steam 
power. They went to England, and in a short time Rumsey 
died, and Fulton secured the benefit and estate of steam power 
invention. I saw the boat almost every day whilst 1 remained 
in Shepherdstown. Being exposed to the sun and rain, it ap- 
peared somewhat the worse to look on. If my recollection 
serves me, I was not on it, the boys not being permitted to go 
in her. The iron pot and cog wheel could plainly be seen, the 
rest of the machinery having been taken out. ‘The next year 
I left for Hagerstown, and remained there until 1799, and then 
came back to Virginia and settled in the town of Martinsburg 
and ever since have remained in the vicinity, 54 years. 
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: What became of Rumsey’s boat I know not; but the inveu- 
tion of steam power by him is one of the most useful ever dis- 
covered, and deserves an imperishable monument. 

Sir John’s Run would have been a dangerous place for Rum- 
sey to have engaged in his steam project, on account of the 
dreadful destruction then making by the Indians. It was said 
in 1780 or 81 he made the trial, but I saw the boat in 1787. 
The steam action was conveyed to a wheel to which the pad- 
dles were affixed, which propelled the boat at Shepherdstown. 
The boat was like the keel bottom flour boat used on the river 
at that time. Itis certain that steam power was first attempted 
there, and that Rumsey is the man that invented it. A Mr. 
Elliot, near Baltimore, made an iron keg to try the power of 
steam, ahd placihg it on the hearth of his furnace, heated it red 
hot, when it.bursted and took off his arm and the roof of his 
shop. I saw him ofteutimes with his one arm. This was about 
the time of Rumsey’s experiment. N. 


SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA. 


The last Abingdon Virginian, speaking of the wealth and re- 
sources of that section of the State, meutions facts which will 
be read with interest by the friends of internal improvement, 


who expect to see all the resources of this country developed 
by the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. We have considered 
it, in many respects, the best part of our State, and all that is 
necessary to allay any doubt that may exist, is to give the peo- 
ple a market. Already the coal of Montgomery and the lead 
of Wythe, are seeking an eastern market, which, heretofore, 
could not bear wagon transportation, and as the railroad advan- 
ces, these minerals will be sent in larger quantities. 

“For mineral wealth, no country upon earth is superior to 
Virginia: California may glitter in her gold, but where is her 
iron and her copper. Missouri may boast of her copper, but 
where is her gypsum and saltpetre? Pennsylvania may revel 
in her anthracite, but where is her salt and lead? Kentucky 
may boast of her coal, but where is her silver and magnesia? 
These are all found in Southwestern Virginia, and in inex- 
haustible abundance. Carroll has its gold and silver, Grayson 
its copper and iron, Wythe its lead and coal, Smythe its saltand 
plaster. Tazewell, Russell, Scott and Lee their hills filled with 
rich treasures, and Washington is behind none of them in all 
these elements of wealth. In addition to all this we have the 
finest water power in the world, the largest forests, the purest 
air and coolest water, and the very country itself seems to res 
upon a Jimestone foundation. We have no epidemics nor con® 
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tagions—no ague or yellow fever—no small pox or cholera—ne 
hydrophobia nor lockjaw—and last, as well as least, no ticks 
nor moschetos.”"—Roanoke Beacon. 


THE MINERAL WEATLH OF AUGUSTA. 


We have not a shadow of doubt, that Augusta is deslined to 
become one of the most wealthy and populous of counties.— 
We have in its bounds all the elements necessary to make up a 
great and wealthy place. Its vast and almost boundless re- 
sources are just beginning to develope themselves, in fields of 
coal, iron, and other minerals of scarcely less value—all in vast 
and almost inexhaustible quantities.1 Coal and iron have been 
found in their greatest purity, extending over vast areas and in 
close vicinity of each other. Indeed, so extensive do these ar- 
ticles appear to be that there seems to be no kind of doubt, 
that the company, vow in possession of them, will be able to 
compete, successfuily, with the most favored companies of the 
most favored States of the Union, when they shall once have 
the means of sending the products of their labor to market 
through short connecting lines—with the Central road at Staun- 
ton, and the Manassa at Harrisonburg. Itis calculated, by the 
best informed on the subject, that iron ean be made at a profit 
at these mines, or, at the works of the company, now formed 
to work the mines, at the low price of eight dollars the ton! 
and that coal can be sent from them to New York at a pro- 
fit of one dollar the tou over the coal from the Cumberland 
mines, But the coal of the Augusta mines is said to be a su- 
perior article of coai to that of the Cumberland, and, conse- 
qaently, is expected to bring even a better price than the coal 
of that region. These coal aud iron mines are situated in the 
Northwestern part of this county, about 135 miles West of 
Washington City, 18 from Staunton, and about the same dis- 
tance from Harrisouburg. 

It is calculated that this coal can be mined for 50 cents the 
ton, and that it ean be transported to Alexandria for $1 35; 
thence to'New York for $1 25; or at a cost of $3 10 per 
ton; and make a profit of $1 15 per ton at that. The com- 
pany that has been formed to work these mines, is styled “ The 
Dora Coal and Iron Manufacturing Company.” It was char- 
tered at the late session of the Virginia Legislature. with a 
capital stock of not less than $50,000 nor more than $2,000,- 
000. Under this act the company has been organized, witha 
capital of $1,000,000 in shares of $10 each, and has purchased 
about 15,000 acres of land, for the purposes specified. ‘The 
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company is a wealthy one, having been formed in Wall Street 
New York, and will, no doubt, be an energetic one. The 
mines of this company have been examined by the best Ge- 
ologists, and pronounced to be the very best of the kind in the 
country. The coal is said to contain 93 per cent. of pure 
carbon—no sulphur or iron mixed with it, which adapts it par- 
ticularly to the manufacture of iron, which, as before stated, 
exists in the vicinity of the coal in the greatest abundarce.-— 
Staunton Messenger. 


ATMOSPHERIC TELEGRAPH. 


The success of the experiment in transmitting packages from 
one point to another by means of Richardson’s atmospheric 
telegraph, as exhibited at the Mechanie’s Fair, is quite com- 
piete. We cannot discover, after having examined its opera- 
tion carefully. any reason why packages nay not be eventually, 
and before long, trausmitted in this mauaer from one city to 
another with all the certainty with which they are now carried 
by railroad, and at a rate almost equal to that of the maguetie 
telegraph, or, as Mr, Richardson states, one thousand miles per 
hour. In all atmospheric telegraphs heretofore proposed the 
motioa of a long column of air behind the plunger or ball has 
presented an insuperable obstacle to its operating effectively. 
To obviate this difficulty new air is admitted along the line be- 
hind the plunger, and thus a new force is added. The feasi- 
bility of the plan seems to be established. 

A company is now being formed, with a capital of five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, for the purpose of constructing a line of 
telegraph from Boston to New York, having a cylinder two feet 
in diameter, by means of which it is believed that packages 
may be transmitted from one city to the other in fifteen min- 
utes. It has been objected by some that the power required to 
exhaust the tube for so great a distance would be so great that 
no reasonable number of pumps would be able to accomplish 
it. But this object is answered by the fact that it is not pro- 
posed by the plan of Mr. R. to exhaust the air through the 
whole length of the tube at once; but as a portion of the air is 
exhausted and the plunger rushes through the tube, the air is 
cut off behind it, and a new coiumn of air commences to act 
upon it. The scheme is attracting favor.—Boston T'raveller. 
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THE CRYSTAL PALACE. 


We are gratified to learn as we do from all quarters, that the 
Great Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in New York, hascome 
off so well. The opening, indeed, we understand, though grac- 
ed with the personal countenance of the President, and favour- 
ed by a speech from his lips, was, a little flat—the performers 
were hardly ready, and the pieces were not fully come in. The 
show, however, brightened up afterwards, and became quite a 
splendid affair. The contributions from all the countries of Eu- 
rope, and especially from France, have been numerous and 
striking ; and we are, of course, particularly pleased to notice that 
our own exhibitors have maintained a highly houorable position 
among their foreign but friendly rivals in the display. We 
regret, indeed, to learn that our townsman, Mr. Hubard, has 
been prevented from exhibiting his splendid cast of Houdon’s 
statue of Washington, by an accident which befell it in getting 
it out of the steamer at New York; but, on the other hand, we 
are happy to hear that our young artist of Norfolk, Mr. Galt, 
has handsomely sustained the honor of our State by his beauti- 
ful busts of Psyche and Bacchante which have attracted great 
attention, and won distinguished praise from all who saw them. 


—= 


ASPARAGUS. 


The delicate AsParacus, with its pretty Greek name 
(acrapayos, a young shoot not yet opened into leaf.) Is there not 
much beauty in a bed of asparagus run to seed? The tall, slen- 
der, feathery, green sprays, with their shining, bead-like berries, 
have an air of great elegance, especially when begemmed by 
the morning dew. Asparagus was first cultivated in Evgland 
about 1662. Some species of the wild asparagus are still found 
in Wales, in the Isle of Portland, and near Bristol. ‘Tavernier 
mentions having found some enormous asparagus on the banks 
of the Euphrates; and Pliny mentions asparagus cultivated at 
Ravenna, three of whieh would weigh a pound. 

The wild asparagus being full of prickles, yet agreeable and 
wholesome to eat, its sprays were used by the Beotians as 
wedding garlands, to signify to the bride, that asshe had given 
her lover trouble in wooing her, so she ought to recompense 
bim by the pleasantness of her manners in wedded life. 
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Miseellany. 


THE GRANDEUR OF DEATH. 


Whata superlatively grand and consoling idea is that of Death! 
Without this radiant idea, this delightful morning-star, indicat- 
ing that the luminary of eternity is going to rise, life would, to 
my view, darken into midnight melancholy. Oh! the expec- 
tation of living here, and living thus, always, would be indeed 
a prospect of overwhelmiug despair. But thanks to that de- 
cree that dooms us to die—thanks to that Gospel which opens 
the visions of an endless life, and thanks above all, to that 
Saviour-friend who has promised to conduct ail the faithful 
through the sacred trance of death into scenes of paradise and 
everlasting delight!—John Foster. 


MAKING MANY BOOKS. 


There is no truer word than that of Solomon—“ there Is no 
end of making many books.’? There is no end; indeed it were 
pity there should be; for Ged hath given to man a busy souls 
the agitation whereof cannot but, through time and experi- 
ence, work out many hidden truths, to suppress which would 
be no otherwise than injurious to mankind, whose minds, like 
unto so many candles, should be kindled by each other.—Bish- 
op Hall. 


——s 


TWO OLD ENGLISH COMPLIMENTS. 


The following two old English compliments are almost his- 
torical, and certainly very fine im their way. They are both 
professional, and it is really difficult to tell which is the bests 
the lawyer's or the parson’s; they are so nearly equal. So we 
shall not undertake to decide, but leave the reader to choose as 
he pleases between them. 
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A LAWYER’S COMPLIMENT. 


The following Lines were handed up to a beautiful young 
Lady who was attending the trial of criminals at the As- 
sizes in Surry (England,) about a century ago. 


Whilst petty offences and felonies smart, 

Is there no jurisdiction for stealing one’s heart? 
You, fair one, will smile, and say laws, I defy you, 
Assur’d that no peers ean be summoned to try you; 
But think not this way to escape from our fury, 
For the Muses and Graces will just make a jury. 


A PARSON'S COMPLIMENT. 


Al Country Parson’s Answer to a young Lady who sent him 
her Compliments on the Ten of Hearts. 


Your compliments, dear lady, pray forbear, 
Old English services are more siwcere. 

You send ten hearts; the tythe is only mine, 
Give me but one, and burn the other nine. 


ened 


THOUGHTS. 


“The strongest wing of merit,” says old Fuller, “ cannot 
mount if a stronger weight of malice doth depress it.” 


“ After all,” says the late Mr. Webster, “nothing is so beau- 
tiful as truth.” 


Smear 


MR. CANNING’S RIDDLE. 


The following riddle by Mr. Canning has been much admir- 
ed, chiefly perhaps from its association with so distinguished a 
man. 

A noun there is of plural number, 
Foe to peace and tranquil slumber: 
Now any other noun you take, 

By adding s you plural make; 
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But if you add an s to this, 
Strange is the metamorphosis ; 
Plural is plural now no more, 

And sweet what bitter was before. 


Note. 
The word intended here, I guess, 
Is “cares,” which, add another s, 
Becomes, of course, a sweet “caress.” 
Quivis. 


Lines suggested by the phrase ‘‘ The Dead Past,” in one of 
Prof. Longfellow’s Poems, entitled “A Psalm of Life.” 


Oh! say not that the Past is dead, 
For well I feel it cannot die, 

But e’en when Time’s last breath has fled, 
Will still live on in memory. 


There fixed by fate—and formed for aye— 
Eternal every word and deed; 

When all on earth has passed away, 
Remembrance shall rejoice or bleed. 


CONCLUSION. 


With thie number we close our present volume, and conclude 
our work. In parting accordingly with our readers, we thank 
the members of our Virginia Historical Society for their liberal 
and constant support of our publication from the beginning. We 
thank our subscribers also for the moderate aid they have afforded 
us in our pleasant toils; and we thank our correspondents, more 
particularly, for their various contributions, which have given 
a value and interest to our pages that they could not otherwise 
have had. And, lastly, we now commend our work, in its fin- 
ished form, to all that favor of the public which it may honestly 
and fairly claim. 











